Long-term toxicity of maintenance pemetrexed
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

Although most appreciate pemetrexed to be a well-tolerated drug,

it is not without its potential downsides. A common side effect with
maintenance is fatigue, and Dr Ramalingam believes that the problem

is more evident with longer treatment and becomes concerned when
patients have not fully recovered from their previous cycle. To potentially
alleviate this toxicity, both faculty members generally dose reduce and
extend treatment over 4-week cycles. Dr Ramalingam may also consider
a treatment holiday in some instances. In terms of dermatotoxicity, most
do not find it to be a common problem with pemetrexed.
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