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Because pemetrexed is primarily cleared through the kidneys, its use 
in patients with impaired renal function can be problematic and as 
such the package insert sets the limit for normal dosing at ≥45 mL/
min. However, we all recognize that oncology is as much an art as it is a 
science, especially when it comes to effective and tolerable agents, and 
for this reason we wanted to see how closely clinicians adhered to this 
guideline. Although many oncologists fall on both sides of the fence, both 
Drs Wakelee and Ramalingam are willing to go a bit lower and will still 
give pemetrexed a careful try in patients with creatinine clearance as low 
as  40 mL/min.
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