Maintenance treatment for mSCLC

An otherwise healthy 60-year-old patient presents with low tumor
burden, asymptomatic, metastatic PWT squamous cell carcinoma
of the lung.

Which agents would you generally recommend for maintenance
therapy? (May select more than one.)
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS

Although maintenance therapy is currently a standard part of the
management of metastatic nonsquamous NSCLC, the evidence base
supporting this practice is much weaker in squamous cell lung cancer.
As such, Dr Ramalingam and 70% of oncologists do not routinely use
this treatment strategy. However, Dr Wakelee believes that the concept of
continually suppressing the disease versus giving a systemic treatment
holiday is the same whether dealing with squamous or nonsquamous
disease and therefore often uses gemcitabine maintenance after
gemcitabine/carboplatin induction.
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